“What do you know about China?”
I nteractive L essons on Chinese Culture and Economy

Professor Maureen Maguire Lewis visited Myers Park High School and gave an interactive

lecture about China and a mini-simulation on culture. Myers Park High School, located in
Charlotte, is home to one of the largest International
Baccalaureate Programs (1B Program) in North Carolina.
The IB Program’s emphasis on China has increased, thus
the lecture was very timely and provided a great
introduction to the students.

Prof. Lewis (left) with Mr. Thomas (center), director
of 1B Program, Prof. Fisher (right), co-
director of The Globa Program.

The class was attended by over 30 students and 5
teachers. During the class, Prof. Lewis conducted a simulation called “ Towers of Powoliponjoe,”
in which students played the role of American engineers, Powoliponjoe natives, and cultural
anthropol ogists, who observe the negotiation between American engineers and Powoliponjoe
natives.

American engineers welcomed by the
Powaliponjoe natives in their colorful native
village (Myers Park classroom was covered with
flags, posters and other learning materials)

Mr. Corbin, a student serving asa* cultura
anthropologist”, and Prof. Lewis watch the cross-
cultural negotiations.

The results of the negotiation? Y ou need to experience the negotiation yourself as the result
differs each time, according to Prof. Lewis.

Amanda Shintay, a senior said, “I really enjoyed the class because it was more than just alecture
or dry listing of facts. The interactive simulation and discussion were fun and interesting, and
added more energy to the lessons than atypical classwould. | recommend this teaching method
asaway to target students' attention and truly get them involved hands-on in learning.”

Professor Lewis created the material in 1999. She has already used this unique interactive
teaching material at Jordan High School. APSI and The Global Program will further develop the
materials and will create a Japanese version for the upcoming "The Asia/lPacific Studies Institute
and The Global Program Workshop for North Carolina High School Teachers----What do you
know about China and Japan?' The workshop will be held on June 23 and 24, 2003 in
collaboration with Durham Public Schools.



