
    
      Skip to main content
    
    
    
      
        [image: Duke 100 Centennial logo]
      
    

    
    
  
  
    
                        
                          
                  
  
    
      
      
            
  
    
      
        
          
            Enter your keywords
            
          

          Search

        

      

    

  




      
    

  



              

                                        
  
    
      
      
  Menu

    

  


            
  Secondary Menu

  

        
      	
        News
                  
	
        Events
                  


  

  



                      

                          
              
  
    
      	
	    [image: Duke University]
		

      	
      [image: Graduate Program in Religion]Graduate Program in Religion
    

  



          

                          
            
                  
            
  Main navigation

  

        




            	
          
                        About Us
                          
                  
                                  
                    Open About Us submenu
                  
                              
                      

                                  
                          	
          
                        Location & Directions
                      

                  
	
          
                        Educational Objectives
                      

                  
	
          
                        Books By Our Faculty
                      

                  
	
          
                        Mentoring and Advising Plan
                      

                  
	
          
                        Statement on the Standards of Conduct and Value in the Graduate Program in Religion
                      

                  


  
            

                  
	
          
                        Academics
                          
                  
                                  
                    Open Academics submenu
                  
                              
                      

                                  
                          	
          
                        Ph.D. Program Requirements
                      

                  
	
          
                        For Prospective Students
                      

                  
	
          
                        For Current Students
                      

                  


  
            

                  
	
          
                        Fields of Study
                          
                  
                                  
                    Open Fields of Study submenu
                  
                              
                      

                                  
                          	
          
                        American Religion
                      

                  
	
          
                        Asian Religions
                      

                  
	
          
                        Christian Theological Studies
                      

                  
	
          
                        Early Christianity
                      

                  
	
          
                        Hebrew Bible/Old Testament
                      

                  
	
          
                        Islamic Studies
                      

                  
	
          
                        New Testament
                      

                  
	
          
                        Religion, Aesthetics, and Society
                      

                  
	
          
                        World Christianity
                      

                  


  
            

                  
	
          
                        Courses
                          
                  
                                  
                    Open Courses submenu
                  
                              
                      

                                  
                          	
          
                        Duke Religious Studies Course Schedule
                      

                  
	
          
                        Duke Divinity Course Schedule
                      

                  
	
          
                        Center for Jewish Studies Course Schedule
                      

                  
	
          
                        UNC Religious Studies Course Schedule
                      

                  


  
            

                  
	
          
                        Apply Now!
                      

                  
	
          
                        People
                          
                  
                                  
                    Open People submenu
                  
                              
                      

                                  
                          	
          
                        Professors
                      

                  
	
          
                        Research Professors
                      

                  
	
          
                        Associate Professors
                      

                  
	
          
                        Assistant Professors
                      

                  
	
          
                        Affiliated Faculty
                      

                  
	
          
                        Emeriti
                      

                  
	
          
                        Staff
                      

                  
	
          
                        Graduate Students
                      

                  


  
            

                  
	
          
                        Alumni
                          
                  
                                  
                    Open Alumni submenu
                  
                              
                      

                                  
                          	
          
                        Alumni Profiles
                      

                  
	
          
                        For Current Students
                      

                  
	
          
                        For Our Alumni
                      

                  


  
            

                  


  


  



            

          

                  
    
          
          
    
  
    
      
      
  
    
      
      
          
    


    





  





  
    
            
  
    
      
      
          
    
      

            
        
            
      
  
    


    
      Collage of diverse religious sites and icons
      
  



      

          
      Fields of Study

      
  

    
      Our program has 10 tracks enabling you to specialize in a particular area of study

      
  


  


  


  


    

  







    

  
          





      
  


















  
    

      
            Ph.D. Requirements

      
            Admissions Procedure

      
            Graduate Placements

      
            Frequently Asked Questions

      
  


  





  

    
    




  
  




  
    
    





    
    




  
  

  
    
      
  
  
    
            Statement of Solidarity


The faculty, staff, and students of the Graduate Program in Religion at Duke University enthusiastically endorse the struggle to achieve racial justice in American society. The abuses continually suffered by the African American community are outrageous violations of human dignity and lawful social order. We urge local and national leadership and citizens everywhere to unite in the quest for justice and peace, and we regard the present as a singular opportunity to work toward the achievement of deep and lasting change in this nation’s treatment of all its people. We pledge ourselves to helping to make this happen in our academic work and in our treatment of one another.
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The Graduate Program in Religion—part of the Duke Graduate School—seeks to foster the scholarly study of religion and to equip persons of distinguished academic ability to teach in departments of religion in colleges and universities, as well as in theological seminaries.


Unlike many of its peer programs, which are housed in either a university religion department or a divinity school, the Graduate Program in Religion is a collaborative program involving the Department of Religious Studies in the College of Arts and Sciences and Duke Divinity School. Strengths of the program include its small, highly selective student cohort and distinguished faculty, as well as ample resources for research, mentoring, and professional development.
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  Fellowship Awarded to Two GPR Students
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  Four New Candidates
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  Recognizing Dr. Erin Risch Zoutendam
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  Recent Alumni Present at Duke
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  A Conversation with Rabbi Shai Held

  
    4:30 pm
  6:00 pm

  

Westbrook 0012
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            Our Doctoral Program


We offer a Ph.D. program that features 9 fields of study, enabling you to concentrate your studies in specific areas. Our program presumes a foundation in the academic study of religion. Students applying for graduate work in religion directly from an undergraduate program should have completed a strong undergraduate major in religion or a closely related field.


Duke seeks to allow students to develop regimes of study that accord with their interests and abilities as well as with the demands of the disciplines of their fields of concentration. Normally about 40-50 students are part of our program in a given year.


Learn More about our doctoral program


      

          

  
  





  
  




  

    



    

    
    


  

  
  

  
    
      














  
    
      
              
            Fields of Study


	American Religion
	Asian Religions
	Christian Theological Studies
	Early Christianity
	Hebrew Bible/Old Testament
	Islamic Studies
	New Testament
	Religion, Aesthetics, and Society
	World Christianity



      

          

  
  





  
  




  

  





  

    





  





  
    
    














  
    
      
  

    
    

      
              [image: Class icon]



      

      
            Faculty Working with Students
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            Graduates Holding Academic Posts
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            Specialized Religion Tracks
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Blasphemy and Apostasy in Islam: Debates on Shi’a Jurisprudence 

Mohsen Kadivar
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Human Rights and Reformist Islam

Mohsen Kadivar
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The Audacious Raconteur: Sovereignty and Storytelling in Colonial India

Leela Prasad
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The Bible With and Without Jesus: How Jews and Christians Read the Same Stories Differently

Amy-Jill Levine, Marc Zvi Brettler
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Shedding Light on the Covert Assembly of Experts

Mohsen Kadivar
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Animosity towards Wisdom and Morality

Mohsen Kadivar



  [image: Opening Israel's Scriptures ]



Opening Israel's Scriptures 

Ellen F. Davis
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Seeking Sakyamuni: South Asia in the Formation of Modern Japanese Buddhism (Buddhism and Modernity)

Richard M. Jaffe
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Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity Gospel

Kate Bowler



  [image: Longing for the Lost Caliphate: A Transregional History]



Longing for the Lost Caliphate: A Transregional History

Mona Hassan
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1 Samuel as Christian Scripture: A Theological Commentary

Stephen B. Chapman
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The Cambridge Companion to the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament

Stephen B. Chapman, Marvin A. Sweeney
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Unmanly Men: Refigurations of Masculinity in Luke-Acts

Brittany E. Wilson
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The Long Shadow of Vatican II: Living Faith and Negotiating Authority Since the Second Vatican Council

Sam Miglarese, David Morgan and Lucas Van Rompay (editors) 
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The Forge of Vision: A Visual History of Modern Christianity

David Morgan
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